March 23, 2022

Mr. President, that is just one exam-
ple of many, as Senator MURKOWSKI
mentioned. Don Young served with 10
Presidents, and he knew them all.
President George H.W. Bush called him
“Moose.”” They played racquetball
often. He had Dungeness crab flown in
to eat with President George W. Bush.

He and President Clinton were at the
White House together one night when
the vote was called. They were having
so much fun that President Clinton
said: I don’t want you to leave, Don.

Don said: Well, Mr. President, I will
need a hall pass.

So he got a handwritten note from
President Clinton, writing to the
Speaker of the House: Dear Mr. Speak-
er. Please excuse Don Young from vot-
ing tonight. We are having cigars at
the White House.

And when Don Young went to the
White House to sign the ANWR legisla-
tion that we had been working on and
that he had been working on for over 40
years and were able to pass—again, our
small and mighty team working to-
gether, 2017, with President Trump—he
turned to President Trump and said: So
you are the other Don in this town.

So Don Young has been great friends
with Presidents, world leaders, but
what really motivated and moved him
was helping people, especially Alas-
kans. It didn’t matter their title, their
political affiliation. He just wanted to
help people.

He said: As long as you respect the
other person and their beliefs, you can
be successful. Whether in the majority
or the minority, I try to work with
people to solve problems. My job is to
listen to what they want and how I can
then help them get it done.

Like I said, commonsense, prac-
tical—no wonder so many Alaskans
loved Don Young. And we all know he
could tell a story, holding court.

As we know, in the House there isn’t
assigned seating, but there was one
seat in the House that nobody sat in:
Don Young’s. And, by the way, if you
did, you may be taking your life into
your own hands.

He sat, and Members gathered around
him, listening to his stories. The story
of the oosik might come up, how he
used that in debates, how he sat during
a committee hearing with his fingers
caught in a bear trap to make a point,
and his legendary office Christmas par-
ties. Young staffers and Members from
all over the Congress stood in a long
line that snaked into the hallway just
to have a few minutes to hear him
holding court.

But his true love was always Alaska.
He could have done anything, been
anything, but he chose to stay and
work for the people up until the last
moment of his life.

You can make all the money in the
world. But if you aren’t happy, it
doesn’t count for anything.

And Don Young was a happy man.

When we lost Don Young, we lost a
piece of Alaska, a piece of ourselves, a
piece of his indomitable, irascible spir-
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it. But it will live on forever, and I
know that he has an army of loyalists
he has amassed through the years in
the Gallery, in addition to family, his
wonderful family.

Dozens of staffers are here to pay
tribute. Some of them now work for
my office. In fact, early on in my Sen-
ate career, I learned something very
smart. I frequently stole Don Young’s
staff to come work for me: well-
trained, smart. I still do it. And he
never minded. As a matter of fact, he
always said: I just want what is best
for my people.

Larry Burton, Erik Elam, Chad
Padgett, Liz Banicki, Scott Leathard—
so many are still here with me. So
many cut their teeth at Don Young’s
office. And like so many who know Don
Young, they are intensely loyal to this
great Alaskan.

His spirit will live on in the House of
Representatives and the people’s
House, and his spirit will live on in ev-
erything he has done for our State and
every Alaskan from the Trans-Alaska
Pipeline, to the Ketchikan shipping
yard, to the many, many land ex-
changes, the health clinics dotting our
State, the state-of-the-art Alaska Na-
tive Medical Center in Anchorage.

And his spirit will live in his wonder-
ful family: Joni and Sister, his 13
grandchildren, Anne, and so many oth-
ers. Don was a dear friend and mentor
to me, to Senator MURKOWSKI, to my
wife Julie, and so many others. He was
truly a man of the people, a great man
of the people.

We miss you, Don. Rest in peace.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
KELLY). The Senator from Wisconsin.

———

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Ms. BALDWIN. Mr. President, I ask
that the Senate proceed to executive
session and vote on the confirmation of
Executive Calendar No. 737, the nomi-
nation of Hector Gonzalez, under the
previous order.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will pro-
ceed to executive session to resume
consideration of the Gonzalez nomina-
tion, which the clerk will report.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Hector Gon-
zalez, of New York, to be United States
District Judge for the Eastern District
of New York.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is, Will the Senate advise and
consent to the Gonzalez nomination?

Ms. BALDWIN. I ask for the yeas and
nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
called the roll.

S1745

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from Pennsylvania (Mr.
CASEY), the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mr. MANCHIN), and the Senator
from New Hampshire (Mrs. SHAHEEN)
are necessarily absent.

The result was announced—yeas 52,
nays 45, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 102 Ex.]

YEAS—52
Baldwin Hickenlooper Reed
Bennet Hirono Rosen
Blumenthal Kaine Sanders
Booker Kelly Schatz
Brown King Schumer
Cantyvell Klobuchar Sinema
gardm Eea}py Smith
arper ujan

Collins Markey '?tabenow

ester
Coons McConnell Tillis
Cortez Masto Menendez
Duckworth Merkley Van Hollen
Durbin Murkowski Warner
Feinstein Murphy Warnock
Gillibrand Murray Warren
Graham Ossoff Whitehouse
Hassan Padilla Wyden
Heinrich Peters

NAYS—45
Barrasso Fischer Portman
Blackburn Grassley Risch
Blunt Hagerty Romney
Boozman Hawley Rounds
Braun Hoeven Rubio
Burr Hyde-Smith Sasse
Capito Inhofe Scott (FL)
Cassidy Johnson Scott (SC)
Cornyn Kennedy Shelby
Cotton Lankford Sullivan
Cramer Lee Thune
Crapo Lummis Toomey
Cruz Marshall Tuberville
Daines Moran Wicker
Ernst Paul Young
NOT VOTING—3

Casey Manchin Shaheen

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the motion to re-
consider is considered made and laid
upon the table. The President will be
immediately notified of the Senate’s
action.

————
LEGISLATIVE SESSION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate will now resume legislative session.

The majority leader.

ORDER OF BUSINESS

Mr. SCHUMER. OK. Folks, once
again, it is Wednesday night. We are
going to try to repeat the same success
we had the last few Wednesdays and
not drag this out for too long. So I urge
Members to either sit in their chairs or
be around the Chamber. We have a
whole bunch of votes.

I ask unanimous consent that any re-
maining votes tonight be 10-minute
votes.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. SCHUMER. So please stay near-
by so we can get this done.

————
EXECUTIVE SESSION
EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
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